A Regional Response to Maritime Piracy: Enhancing Public-Private
Partnerships and Strengthening Global Engagement
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Rear Admiral Naval Staff Ibrahim Al Musharrakh is the Commander of the UAE Naval
Forces. His operational assignments include Navigator, Weapons Officer, XO Duties and
Command of missile boats. He was the Deputy Commander of the 1st and 2nd flotillas. In 1995,
he was Head of the Department of Inspection and Evaluation and in 1998, he was the
Commander of the Emirates frigate. In 2006, he commanded the UAE fleet where he was the
Director of Logistics and in 2007, he was promoted to Brigadier, and assumed the
responsibilities of Deputy Commander of the UAE Naval Forces from 2008 to 2010. As a
Brigadier, he assumed command of the UAE Navy since 2011 and got promoted to Rear Admiral
in January 2012. Various medals and decorations have been awarded to him during his service
including the UAE Federation Medal, Defence Superior Service Medal, and the Legion of Merit,
amongst others.
Muhyadin Ali Yusuf (PhD) is the current Chairman of the Anti-Piracy Task Force in
Mogadishu, Somalia. He is a former Prime Minister candidate for Somalia and Puntland and a
former consultant to the Somali Prime Minister’s Anti-Piracy Program in Mogadishu, Somalia.
Professor Yusuf is the former Dean of the Faculty of Education at the East African University
and the founder of the University of Bosaso. Professor Yusuf has authored two books; Labadii
Dagaal weyne ee Dunida (The Two World Wars) and Understanding of Somalia: Background
History, Culture and Solutions of Current Difficulties.
Stephen Askins is a partner at Ince & Company and a former Royal Marine. He joined Ince &
Company in 1990 and was one of the first solicitors to work in the Ince Piraeus office, before he
became a partner in 2000. Mr. Askin’s primary area of expertise and experience is shipping wet
(Admiralty) and dry and his involvement in a number of piracy and hijack cases off both East
and West Africa has seen him act for owners and underwriters, advising generally on the legal
and practical issues that arise; headline cases include The Faina captured off Somalia. Given his
military background, he also specialises in the issues surrounding the use of armed guards and
was part of the BIMCO sub committee that drafted GUARDCON.
Kathryn Wightman-Beaven is the Head of Global Corporate Responsibility at Dubai Ports
World, responsible for developing and driving forward a strategic approach to corporate
responsibility across the organization. She has over 18 years’ experience of working in the
public, private and not-for-profit sectors on issues of social change and corporate responsibility.
Kathryn worked for The Prince’s Trust, a major UK charity, and also led the development and
implementation of the global corporate responsibility strategy for PricewaterhouseCoopers
(PwC). She was also responsible for leading and managing a major social change partnership
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project between PwC and UNHCR focusing on developing educational opportunities for
refugees residing in refugee camps in Chad following the violence in Darfur.
Jacques Belle is the Seychelles designated Maritime Piracy Expert (legal expert) for the newly
established Indian Ocean Commission Anti-Piracy Cell (IOC APC). He has worked as a Legal
Advisor and a Second Secretary in the Legal Affairs and Research section at the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Seychelles and was designated rapporteur and member of the
Seychelles’ High Level Committee on Piracy (HLCP) established by the President of the
Republic in 2009. In 2009, Jacques Belle was also appointed desk officer for Piracy, Military
and Defense issues at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and has represented Seychelles in many
regional and international workshops and meetings on piracy (CGPCS, COMESA, SADC, IOC,
UNODC, US AFRICOM and others).
Peter Chalk (PhD) is a Senior Policy Analyst with the RAND Corporation. He is an
internationally recognized expert on terrorism, maritime crime, and low-intensity conflict and is
author of numerous books, book chapters and journal articles on these subjects. He has also
testified on several occasions before the US Congress. Dr. Chalk is Associate Editor of Studies
in Conflict Terrorism and serves as an Adjunct Professor with the Naval Postgraduate School in
Monterey, California and the Asia Pacific Center for Security Studies (APCSS) in Honolulu,
Hawaii. He is also a visiting scholar with the Combating Terrorism Center at the United States
Military Academy, West Point, New York and a specialist correspondent for Jane’s Intelligence
Review and Oxford Analytica in London, U.K.
Mary Harper is the Africa Editor at the BBC World Service. She has reported on Africa for the
past twenty years, and has a special interest in Somalia. She has reported frequently from the
country, covering conflict, piracy, Islamism and other subjects. She is the author of Getting
Somalia Wrong? Faith, War and Hope in a Shattered State published in 2012. She has reported
from many other African conflict zones, including Sudan, Congo, Liberia, Sierra Leone and
Algeria. Mary has written for several publications including The Economist, Granta, The
Guardian, The Times and The Washington Post.
Stig Jarle Hansen (PhD) is the Head of the International Relations Program at University of
Life Science (UMB) in Norway. He has conducted research on Somali piracy since 2005, and
has traveled extensively in the pirate hotspots of that country, being perhaps the first researcher
to systematically conduct interviews amongst pirates on the causes of piracy. He has also worked
as a maritime security analyst for the Danish based Risk Intelligence. He has appeared frequently
as a commenter on Piracy and War Economy in the Global Media, including al- Jazeera, BBC,
CNN, Chinese Channel 4, AFP, and Reuters.
Eirik Hooper is Director of Competitive Intelligence for Dubai Ports World, leading the
development of all competitive intelligence activities throughout the business, helping the
company make fact-based, customer-driven decisions that will positively impact the business and
the brand. Eirik has a broad international experience in the ports industry, having held a number
of positions in diverse regions with the company since joining P&O Ports as an analyst in 1999.
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Prior to joining P&O Ports, Eirik worked in the international construction industry on major
infrastructure projects in the US, Norway, Lebanon, and Egypt.
Donna Hopkins is the Coordinator for Counter Piracy and Maritime Security in the Bureau of
Political Military Affairs at the US Department of State responsible for coordinating US
diplomatic efforts to combat piracy and orchestrating on behalf of the U.S. Government
international efforts to do the same. Ms. Hopkins served in the Foreign Service from 1998-2003
in Warsaw, Poland; the Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs; and the Office of Weapons
Removal and Abatement in the Bureau of Political Military Affairs (PM). In 2003, she
transferred to the Civil Service, and headed until July 2010 the Plans and Policy Team in the PM
Office of Plans, Policy and Analysis working closely with State, Defense, and other interagency
colleagues on national security-related strategy, policy, and planning.
Jon Huggins is the Director of the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) Program at the One Earth
Future Foundation and has successfully facilitated multi-stakeholder cooperation between
industry, governments and civil society. Previously, Mr. Huggins served as NATO’s Operational
Liaison Officer to the European Union Council Secretariat in Brussels, where he coordinated
interaction between NATO and EU missions in the Horn of Africa, Afghanistan and the Balkans.
Mr. Huggins also served on the military staff at NATO Headquarters, developing plans and
policy recommendations for NATO’s ISAF Mission in Afghanistan, the KFOR Mission in
Kosovo and initial planning for Operation Ocean Shield – NATO’s counter-piracy mission off
the Horn of Africa.
Theodore Karasik (PhD) is Director of Research and Consultancy at the Institute for Near East
and Gulf Military Analysis (INEGMA). He is responsible for the organization’s wide range of
intellectual and defense topics with over 25 years work experience in security studies. He is a
subject matter expert on the Middle East, Russia, the Caucasus and Central Asia and is the author
or co-author of dozens of books, articles, and op-eds concerning these regions. In addition, he is
an authority on non-state actors such as Somali pirates, Al Qaeda and other groups. Dr. Karasik
also worked for 18 months with internists in Santa Monica, California to develop a software
package to track human systems and pharmaceutical use; Dr. Karasik has been interviewed by
numerous media outlets.
Eugene Kontorovich is a Professor at Northwestern University School of Law. His research
spans the fields of constitutional law, international law, and law and economics. Prof.
Kontorovich is a leading expert on maritime piracy, universal jurisdiction, and international
criminal law. He has advised lawyers in historic piracy trials around the world, and his work has
been cited in major United States federal court opinions on international law. His upcoming
book, Justice at Sea: Piracy and the Limits of International Criminal Law, is under contract with
Harvard University Press. During the 2011-12 academic year, Prof. Kontorovich was honored
with a fellowship at the Institute for Advanced Study in Princeton, New Jersey, and the Bator
Award.
Carolin Liss (PhD) is a Research Fellow at Griffith University, Brisbane, Australia. Her PhD
thesis that examined contemporary piracy in Asia is published under the title Oceans of Crime by
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the International Institute for Asian Studies and the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies. She is
also the author of articles on maritime piracy and the privatization of maritime security in Asia
and Africa, and on terrorism in Southeast Asia.
Marie Lynge is a Danish military linguist specializing in counter piracy and maritime security.
She deployed as a specialist with the Danish Navy to the Gulf of Aden (GoA) in 2010 as a part
of Task Force 151 and in 2011 with NATO’s Counter Piracy Mission; Operation Ocean Shield.
In Denmark, Ms. Lynge works as an instructor in Hostage Survival Training and trains soldiers
pre-deployment in stress management techniques and coping strategies. She is also employed by
a Danish Security Company, Citadel Solutions, where she coordinates hostage training courses
for sailors, in cooperation with a crisis psychologist and a Somali expert. She is co-author of the
first international hostage-survival book for sailors, Coping with Capture.
Nis Leerskov Mathiesen is a Chief Analyst at Risk Intelligence. Risk Intelligence has provided
intelligence and consulting services to private and governmental clients on maritime security
threats and risks since 2003. Nis coordinates the efforts of Risk Intelligence’s analysts
worldwide. His own area of expertise is intelligence methodology as well as European maritime
threats, terrorism and operational challenges off Somalia. Nis is a member of the editorial board
of Strategic Insights, Risk Intelligence’s publication on maritime security. He has spoken at both
commercial and military conferences, focusing on maritime intelligence analysis as well as the
current situation of piracy off Somalia.
Peter J. Middlebrook (PhD) is the CEO of Geopolicity Inc., an international management
consultancy group specializing in economic growth, intelligence and stabilization. He is an exWorld Bank (Vice President’s Office), EU, and UK Government economist and has worked in
more than 40 countries. Over the past 10 years he has been an advisor to the Prime Minister's
Offices in both Iraq and Afghanistan, and has worked extensively on the economics of piracy
and maritime security. Dr. Middlebrook is an advisor to Heads of State, the US State
Department, EU, ADB, United Nations, OECD and corporations on investment policy and
political risk.
Derek Rogers is a specialist in the area of kidnap for ransom and is the Director of Special Risk
Marketing for Hiscox, Ltd., the world’s largest provider of kidnap, detention and extortion
(K&R) insurance. Before joining Hiscox, Mr. Rogers was Senior Vice President at the Special
Contingency Risks Limited, the leading K&R insurance broker and he began his career at
American International Group, where he was K&R Underwriting Manager. Mr. Roger’s has
advised numerous Fortune 500 companies as well as wealthy private clients and has been quoted
or featured in multiple publications.
Lieutenant Commander Jacqueline Sherriff is a spokesperson for the European Union Naval
Force Somalia (EUNAVFOR), Operation Atalanta. She was appointed after her return from
Helmand Provence, Afghanistan where she was the Media Operations Planning Officer for six
months in Camp Bastion. Prior this role, Lieutenant Commander was appointed to the staff of
Flag Officer Sea Training (FOST) in Plymouth as the Assistant to the Staff Operations Officer,
with the responsibility of overseeing the weekly Operational Sea Training (OST) programme for
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Royal Navy and NATO units undertaking sea training in the South Coast training areas. In
September 2003, Lieutenant Commander Sherriff was appointed as the FOST Media Training
Officer, and it was for this busy role that she was awarded the MBE in the Queen’s New Year
Honours list January 2007. On completion of her time at FOST, she was appointed to NATO
Maritime Command, Northwood as the Chief Public Affairs Officer, with her main focus being
media operations for NATO’s counter-piracy mission – Operation Ocean Shield off the coast of
Somalia before she assumed her current role in March 2012.
Anja Shortland (PhD) is a Senior Lecturer in Economics and Finance at Brunel University,
Research Affiliate at the German Centre for Economic Research (DIW) Berlin and a consultant
to the World Bank. Her research is on the interaction between political conditions, institutions
and economic outcomes. She publishes on conflict dynamics, piracy, the peace dividend and the
politics of financial development.
Pierre St. Hilaire is the Head of INTERPOL’s Maritime Piracy Task Force where he leads the
organization’s efforts to combat maritime piracy and robbery on the high seas. He is also a
seconded official from the US Department of Justice, National Security Division, CounterTerrorism Section, where he prosecuted international and domestic terrorism cases, as well as
cases involving torture, genocide and war crimes. Prior to joining INTERPOL, Mr. St. Hilaire
worked with European partners and coalition forces in Iraq and Afghanistan to preserve the law
enforcement option in the theater of war and develop an effective law enforcement strategy to
stem the flow of foreign fighters traveling from Europe and North Africa to wage jihad in Iraq
and Afghanistan. Throughout his 18-year career at the Department of Justice, Mr. St. Hilaire
prosecuted other cases of violent crimes, including narcotics-trafficking, trafficking in firearms,
explosives and persons, murder-for-hire, kidnapping, hostage taking and gender-based violence.
Douglas B. Stevenson is the Director of the Center for Seafarers’ Rights at the Seamen’s Church
Institute of New York & New Jersey. Mr. Stevenson is a maritime lawyer and a retired U.S.
Coast Guard Commander. He is the chairman of the International Christian Maritime
Association, and its Standing Delegation to the International Labour Organization and Vice
Chair of ICMAs Standing Delegation to the International Maritime Association. He is the 2001
recipient of the Chamber of Shipping of America’s Rear Admiral Halpert C. Shepheard Award
and the Diocese of New York’s 2006 Servant of Justice award.
Henk Swarttouw is the Ambassador of the Netherlands to the Republic of Finland since 2012.
He is a senior Dutch diplomat who has served at the Netherlands' embassies in Washington,
Paris, and London. Between years 2008 – 2011, Ambassador Swarttouw was Director for
Security Policy at the Netherlands' Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In the latter half of 2011
Ambassador Swarttouw served as Chairman of the Contact Group on Piracy off the Coast of
Somalia (CGPCS).
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